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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed December 5, 2005, the time for a 
response to which has been extended to and through February 5, 2006. 

In the present Office Action, the Examiner restricted the claims under 35 U.S. C. 121 
and 372 into two groups: 

Group I - claims 1-8 drawn to the use and cultivation of maize that has been 
transformed to express a grain softness-enhancing gene; and 
Group II - claims 9-15 drawn to a process of extracting corn starch comprising 
wet milling. 

The Examiner asserted that the two groups of claims lack a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

Applicants elect the invention of Group I (claims 1-8) for prosecution without 
traverse. 
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An early and favorable Office Action on the merits is requested. 
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